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Laſt Sass 10 Ns of Parliament, ors 


neral Election of new Repreſenta- 
tives to ſerve in Parliament, taking 
Place the laſt Summer, there was the warmeſt 
Struggle for a Majority between the two 


O UR encanta were for a ge- 


Y contending Intereſts amongſt us that had 


yet been known. Even the Influence of one 


Part of the Royal Family was vigorouſly 
= exerted againſt that of the other, by which 


Means many of the Weſtern Boroughs, that 
uſed to be ſtaunch for the reigning Miniſter 
were brought over to the Oppoſition; whilſt 


in North Britain, the greateſt Number who 
had before gone plumb with their Corniſb 
- Brethren, were made Proſelytes to a new 


Political Creed; by the Perſwaſion and Pre- 
valence of a noble Duke. 


The Ele Tions were no ws over than 


both Sides began triumphantly to ſing Te 
Deum, and Liſts of the Members were pro- 


cat ions 


| pogated in the publick Papers, with Indi- 
A 


W 


#3 
cations of which Intereſt each was ſuppoſed 
-to be engaged in. TT TE, 

At length the important Day appear'd! 
The firſt of December, ſo impatiently long'd 
for, when our new Senate was appointed to 
meet, dawn'd upon us; in Conſequence of 
which his Majeſty came to the Houſe of 
Peers that Day, and having ordered the 
Commons to attend him there, ſignified his 
Pleaſure that they ſhould return to their 

Houſe and make. Choice of a Speaker, and 
preſent him to his Majeſty the Thur/day 

following for his Approbation: They re- 

turned accordingly, when Arthur Onſlow, 

Eſq; who had been Speaker to the two pre- 

ceeding Parliaments, and had acted with the 

utmoſt Honour and Impartiality in that 

high Station, was unanimouſly choſen and 

was preſented to his Majeſty upon the 4th 

of that Month, when he again came to the 

Houſe of Peers and open'd the Seſſions with 

A moſt gracious Speech from the Throne, 

a-la-mode d' Angleterre, the Import of which 

was © That His Majeſty was glad to meet 

« his new Parliament that he might know 

« the more immediate Senſe of his People 

« from their Repreſentatives choſen in ſuch 

« a critical Seaſon; That he had taken 

particular Care of the War againſt Spain, 

„ in America, as had been recommended 
to him by both Houſes; that he had en- 

* deavour'd to aſſiſt the Queen of Hungary 

agtreable to the Addreſſes of his laſt Par- 
: - «© lament, 
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oſed te {jament, but that nothing had been done, 
© — for why? -- becauſe the other Powers, 
« who were equally engaged had refuſed 
< to. join in the ſame good Work; that ho- - 
e ever there was huge Hopes of Something 
better to come; that Unanimity amongtt 
+ © themſelves would be very expedient at 
e this Time; and laſtly, that the One thing 
* moſt needfull was their granting liberal 
and ſpeedy Supplies.” i | 
This Speech after ſome Debate was by the 
Peers according to Cuſtom eccho'd back 
again to the Throne, but the Commons 
ſeemꝭ d to break in a little upon that laudable 
3 Practiſe, and were more upon the Reſerve 
in their Addreſs than they had uſually been. 
People's Expectations were now wound 
up to the higheſt Pitch; the Eyes of all 
3 waited on the Houſe of Commons, every 
Tongue was tuned and every Ear open to 
what was there tranſacting, ſo that the Cha- 
racter St. Paul gave of the Athenians, was 
ſtrictly applicable at this Time to us; for 
we, indeed, ſpent our Time in nothing elſe but 
either to hear or to tell ſome new Thing. 
The Deciſion of the many controverted 
Hlect ions was one of the principal Particu- 
lars that claim'd the Attention of thoſe 
without Doors as well as the Application 
of thoſe within. The firſt Opportunity the 
two oppoſite Parties had of trying each 
others Strength, in that Reſpect, was the 
Iith of this Month when the Merits of the 
| 1 Return 


batants, for as there was but a Majority of 


of this Month, complaining of an undue 


(4) } 
Return for the Borough of Boſſeney in con. 
wall between Sabine and Towers, Petiti- 
oners, and Foſter and Liddell Sitting Mem- 
bers, came to be heard at the Bar of the 
Houle, The Conteſt laſted till Two the next 
Morning, when after four Diviſions, in each 
of which the Court Party got the Advan- 
tage by a ſmall Majority, it was given againſt 
the Sitting Members, Liberty being granted 
them to petition the Houſe touching that 
Election within 14 Days, if they thought 
Being vanquiſh'd in this one Engagement 
was far from diſcouraging the Patriot Com- 


Six againſt them upon the firſt Diviſion, and 
as the utmoſt Intereſt was made by a noble 
Peer to prevent if poſſible one of the Sitting 
Members from continuing in the Houſe, for- 
which his Lordſhip had a very particular 
Reaſon, they concluded they had wrought 
Miracles in coming ſo near to Victory as they 

The next Particular that occafion'd a Di- 
viſion was the Petition of Sir Wdttin Wil- 
Hams IV ynne, which was prefer'd the 14th 


Election and Return for Denbighſhire. Here 
the Oppoſition at length prevail'd, it being 
carried by them in favour of the Petitioner ſo 
far as to have it order'd to be heard at the 
ar of the Houſe on the firſt of February. 
202 againſt 193. N 55 


But 


| CE — . 
But now the Point of the greateſt Moment 
came to be diſputed, which was the Choice 
of a Chairman to the Committee of Electi- 
ons. The controverted Elections, as I ob- 
ſerved before, were ſo many in Number, and 
ſome of them attended with ſuch extraordi- 
nary Circumſtances, that it was of the ut- 


moſt Conſequence to either Party to fill the 


Chair with one of their own Body. Upon 
this the Gentlemen in the Oppoſition, there- 
fore, built all their Hopes, and publickly 
owned, that on the Event of that Engage- 
ment, the Succeſs of their political Cam- 
paign would in a great Meaſure depend; 
whilſt, on the other Hand, the Miniſter 
wrap'd himſelf up in full Security of win- 
ning the Day, and put his Adverſaries to 
open Defiance. . F 
The Deciſion of this intereſting Affair 
came on the 17th of December, when the 
ſame honourable Gentleman was nominated 
by the Miniſter for that Poſt, who had filled 
it in the two preceeding Parliaments, whilſt 
Dr. Lee, an eminent Civilian, a Gentleman 
of unqueſtioned Integrity, and ofa favourite 
Character inall Reſpects, was judiciouſly fixed 
on by the oppoſite Party, and in ſpite ofthe ut- 
moſt Efforts and Vigour of the Miniſter and 
his Myrmidons, had the Dignity of the 
Chair conferred upon him, on a Diviſion 
242 again 238. .*.. 7 | 
Inconceiveable were the Shouts of Joy and 
Triumph both within Doors and without 
| upon 


- 1 


upon this important Victory. Now the Gen- 


tlemen in the Oppoſition no longer feared their 


Labour being in vain; the Nation now no 


longer deſpaired of their Wrongs being re- | 
dreſſed, and the grand Corruptor found too 


late that his over Confidence had betrayed 


him. In the Management of this weighty 
Particular, his beſt Friends acknowledge him 
for once to have blunder'd, for had he not 
out of a raſh Defiance propoſed the Perſon 
he did, but culFd from among his Aſſociates 
one of a more ſweet ſmelling Savour, 
he might poſſibly have carried his Point: 
But too much Security made him mad. 
The great Majority in his Favour, upon 
a Motion made the preceeding Seſſions, to 
addreſs his Majeſty to remove him from his 
Councils and Preſence for ever, had ſo inflated 
him with a Notion of his own Omnipotence, 
and a Cont mpt of all Oppoſition, as render'd 
him remiſs both in the getting and managing 
of this Parliament. | 

That, I fay, in the Judgment of moſt 


People, pav'd the Way to his Fall, tho' 


ſome of his Advocates, who are always 
ready to take the Reproach of any Blunders 
or Male- Practices from him, and caſt it on 
his Betters, will have it that it was his 
M. 's going abroad that Summer, and 
the Caſh going with him, which prevented 


their Chief from getting a Houſe of Com- 


mons in this Parliament, to his Mind. 
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The next Affair of any Conſequence which 
came to be canvaſs'd by us was the Election 
for the City of Weſtminſter, the Merits of 
- which, between Vice-Admiral Vernon, and 
Mr. Edwin, Petitioners, and Lord Sundon, 
and Sir Charles. Wager, fitting Members, 
were ordered to be heard at the Bar of the 
Houſe on the 23d of that Month. This 
having been in all Reſpects the moſt extraor- 
dinary of the many extraordinary Elections 
| that were brought on the Tapis this Seſſions, 
and wherein his Honour and his Tools had 
infinitely outdone their uſual Outdoings, a 
| brief Account of it may not perhaps be with- 5 
out its Entertainment to the Reader. | 5 
As ſoon as the Poll-Books were open'd, 
the High Bailiff, who was the Returning Of- 
ficer, diſcover'd his Partiality for Lord Sun- 
den and Sir Charles Wager, the Court Candi- 
dates, and purſued it afterwards by the moſt 
illegal and ſcandalous Practices; — ſuch as 
the hiring a Troop of Ruffians, armed with 
Bludgeons, and other dangerous Weapons, 
: to make Riots, and intimidate the Electors ; 
| the allowing the Inſpectors for the Sitting 
Members to adminiſter the Oath to the Elec- 
tors, and diſallowing the Inſpectors on the 
other Side to do the ſame; the calling in 
Soldiers to protect them in their illegal Pro- 
ceedings, and laſtly, the clofing of the Poll- 
Books in an abrupt and arbitrary Manner, 
upon the Appearance of a large Body of 
Electors coming to vote for the Petitioners. 
| | = 
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| . unprecedented Behaviour of 


e Returning Officers, and the Weſtminſter 
Juſtices, who buſied themſelves in this Af- 
fair# exaſperated the Populace to that De- 
gree, that it was lucky for them that they 
eſcaped with their Lives. My Lord Sundon, 
who was preſent at all theſe Proceedings, for 
Sir Charles was then attending upon his Ma- 


jeſty abroad, was ſaved intirely by the Dex- 


terity of his Charioteer, who drove, @ la Fehu, 
thro' the raging Croud that purſued his 
Maſter in his Flight, with Stones and Exe- 
crations, and bore him ſafe home, without 
any other Damage than the Demolition of 
his Chariot-Glaſſes; his Lordſhip having 
diſcreetly fat a Squat in the Bottom of his 
Machine during the Hear of the Action. 

The independent Electors of the City and 
Liberty of Weſtminſter not-brooking this In- 
vaſion of their Rights and Privileges, had 
ſeveral Meetings to conſider of a Method of 
proceeding, in order to procure Juſtice to be 


done both to themſelves and the two honour- 


able Gentlemen they had nominated for their 
Repreſentatives. In Conſequence of this, a 
Petition was agreed upon to be prefefred in 


the Houſe of Commons, at the Meeting of 


the Parliament, and a Subſcription raiſed for 
the Proſecution of it. This brave and criti- 
cal Stand in Defenee of the Liberty of the 
Subject, and the Freedom of Elections in the 


very Purlieus of a Court, in ſpite of all the 
Power, Places, Influence, Promiſes, Threats, 


or 


of or even purſe of war Court, matt tedound 


- to the immortal Honour of choſe who made F 
\f- i. a: 
e- This Petition, jointly with that of Mr. 1 
ey Edwin, in Bebalf of himſelf and Admiral 1 
n, Vernon, at this Time in the Weſt Indies, J 
or was received > the Houſe the och of Decem- 7 
a- „.. | 
X- Here again our Hohtcods Miniſter exerted N 
15 his utmoſt ; and this indeed was a Cauſe 1 
is truly worthy of him. During his whole 
e- Adminiſtration he had made i it his Buſineſs | 
t to go about doing Evil; to blot out all 1 
f Remembrance of Juſtice ; 3 to make a Mock 5 
g of Conſcience; to brand Honour for Phren- i] 
is ſy, Liberty for a Phantom ; and the Loye of þ 
| Country for Cant and Enthuſiaſm. | All the "$1 

d Oppoſites to theſe od ious Virtues, therefore, ; | 
— being crouded into this Tranſaction, 4 
1 no wonder it met with an ardent Advocate 1 
f in him. The Champions of Liberty on the 4 
"= other Side, were as induſtrious, and deter- 2] 
- min'd, juſtly judging that ſhould he carry a 1 
. Point not only of ſuch Moment, bur ſuch 7 
| flagrant Injuſtice likewiſe igainſt them, it 1 
| would in all Probability caſt a dangerous , 
Damp on the Courage of their Followers. 2 

After a full Examination, then, and fair : 

doarlng on both Sides, this Controverſy came ; 

to an Iſſue on the 23d of the ſame Month a 

at five in the Morning, when the Return i 


was voted undue, and the Election void, up- 


on a Diviſion 220 Againſt 216, After this 
| 1 = the 
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(119. } 1 
| the Houſe reſolved, That Mr. John Lever, 
mm High Bailiff of Veſtminſter, had been guilty 
= | of the illegal Practices above mentioned, re- 
10 60 : lating to this Election, and ordered him into 
. the Cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms, upon a 
Diviſion 206 againſt 202: And at the ſame 
Time Meſſieurs Blackerby, Howard, and Le- 
Ri diard, three of the Weſtminſter Juſtices, 
li who were concern'd in ſending for the Sol- 
1 d iers, Sc. during the Time of the Election 

were ordered to attend that Houſe the 23d of 

the Month following, when they were upon 

3 their Knees ſeverely reprimanded by Mr. 
| Speaker, whoſe excellent Speech upon that 
ith Occaſion was afterwards printed. | 
| The Event of this Conteſt was another 
terrible Stroke upon our State Coloſſus, and 
gave him ſuch boading Apprehenſions of the 
Conſequences likely to attend it, that he caſt 
about him under the greateſt Anxiety what 
Method to purfue. The next Day happening 
| luckily for him to be Chriſimas Eve, he pro- 
=: - | cured the Adjournment of the Houſe to the 
We 18th of Fanuary, in hopes that during ſo 
it | long a Receſs, he might, by his old Practi- 
1 ces, gain a Majority once more in his Fa- Ü 
vour. Accordingly all the low Tricks and | 
wicked Expedients uſually practiſed in ſuch 
bad Cauſes, were tried over again, but to no 
Purpoſe, for the Genius of the Nation ſeem'd 
at length to prevail, and Corruption to be- 
come impotent and unſucceſsful. 
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Thus ended December 1741, a Month 
which afforded the moſt reviving Proſpect to 
the Britiſh Nation, that it for many Years 
had been flattered with. The Freeholders 


had in general done their Duty, by electing 


Perſons of the beſt Characters to repreſent 
them; a Set of Gentlemen of the nobleſt 
Families, and largeſt Eſtates in the Kingdom, 
now filled that Place, where paltry Tools, 
beggarly Penſioners, and obſequious Place- 
men uſed to make up a Majority. A Zeal 
for the Deliverance and Welfare of the Pub- 


lick, againſt Bribery, Corruption, and De- 


pendency of Parliament, for an Enquiry in- 
to the Conduct of thoſe who had been the 
chief Patrons and Agents in publick Inqui- 
ries, and for inflicting an exemplary Puniſh- 
ment on them, broke out for the preſent into 


©: a noble Flame, and gave us an Earneſt of 
4 what not for the future. 


We had at this Time indeed but a very 
melancholy Proſpe& with regard to foreign 
Affairs. The diſtreſſed Condition of the 
Queen of Hungary and whole Houſe of Au- 


Firia, the vaſt Succeſs of the Pruſſian Arms, 


the Conjunction of the French and Spdniſb 
Fleets in the Mediterranean, whilſt ours 
were a Swan-hopping at home, and the ſud- 
den March of the Troops of the former into 


the very Heart of Germany, together with 


the unexpected Revolution in Rufſis, the 


Swediſh War againſt that People, and above 


all the Inſolence and exorbitant Power. of the 


3 - Houſe 


j 


* 0 
—— ' 


(12), 
I Houſe of Bourbon, deep ply affected every Wiſc 
and honeſt Briton, who had the Preſerratiok 
of the Balance of Power in Europe at Heart. 
But then when we turn'd our Eyes on our 
new elected Repreſentatives again, we found 
the Gloom even in this Reſpect clearing 
away, and a Dawn of Hope breaking in up- 
on us: We found them daily calling for the 


Inſtructions, Letters, and other Papers which | B 


had paſſed between the Miniſtry at home, 
and our Admirals, Generals, Ambaſſa- 
dors, &c. abroad, which ſeemed to im- 
ply 2 Determination of enquiring into what 

Steps had been taken, and whether there 
were not ſome amongſt us culpable, thro' In- 
2&ivity, Treachery, of other fcandalous Mo- 
tives for Mal-Adminiſtration in that Branch 
of Government, This we Hattered ourſelves 
might poſhbly give a Turn to foreign Af- 
: fairs, and ſet our Concerns in a better Poſture 
abroad, at the fame Time that they were 
coming to a happier Situation at home. 
But it is now Time to enter upon the Ney 
Vear, and to obſerve what the Opening of 
chat produced. | 

A new Writ having. been iſſued out before 
the. Adjournment for another Election for 
Weſtminfter, the Lord Perceval was nomi- 
nated by the independant Electors of that 
City, in the room of Admiral Vernon, who 
had made his Election for another Place. 
The Miniſter applied to ſeveral Gentlemen 
of Fortune and Intereſt in Weſtminſter, to 
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oppoſe the aboye Candidates, promiſing ti 
o_— them with all the Influence, &c. ther oy 


was Maſter of ;, but no Champion hardy 


enough could be found to enter the Liſts | 


_ againſt Adverſaries ſo vigorous in themſelves, 


and fo ſtrongly ſupported, The indepen- 
dent Electors however did not ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be lull'd in Security; but as they 
had Reaſon to apprehend Trickery in every 


Shape poſſible, they held themſelves prepar- 
3 


guard againſt it, and accordingly on 


the Day of Election attended their Candidates 
in great Multitudes to Weftminſter-Hall, 


where the Poll was taken, when they were 


chaoſen without any Oppoſition. The Joy and 
Exultations upon this Occaſion were incon- 


ceivable. The new Repreſentatives were borne 


home in Triumph, attended by Thouſands, 
with Peals of Acclamations and in the Even- 


Ing the whole City blaz'd with Bonfires, and 


Illuminations, and reſounded with the Clan- 


gour of Bells and other Inſtruments of Re- 
r 5 

There is a Story told upon this Occaſion, 
which is ſaid to be as true as it is pleaſant, 
and which is at the fame Time a notable In- 
ſtance of the Artifice of Courtiers, and of 
the Diſadvantages which Princes lie under of 
getting at the Truth of Things from the de- 


cident is affirmed to be as follows: An Ex- 
preſs had arrived a few Days before with an 
Account of the P———+s of H—e be- 
> * 0 A Fs. . in 2 


ceitful Tribe who ſurround them. The In- 
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F 
ing delivered of a young Pr —; his a 
 M—— being ſurpriſed this Evening of 
the Election at the vaſt Illaminations, and 
other Inſtances of publick Joy, enquired 
very earneſtly after the Motives to them, 
when a noble L--d, who was then in Wg, 
not caring to give the real Reaſon, and be- 
ing at that Inſtant unfurniſhed with a fallaci- 
ous one, replied, that he was entirely igno- 
rant of the Matter, but if it was his M—y's 
Pleaſure, he would make immediate Enqui- 
ry. Being ordered ſo to do, he returned 
with this Anſwer,-- That the ſafe Delivery 
© of the P 1s of H e, and the Birth 
* of a young P——e into his M Wy 
< moſt auguit Family, occaſioned theſe pub- 
lick Teſtimonies of the Fidelity and high 
Affection of his M----y's loyal Subjects to- 
© wards his Houſe and Perſon. 
The Joy upon this Occaſion was not 
confined to Weſtminſter, but ſpread all the 
Kingdom over; ſurely, cry'd the exulting 
People, we ſhall down with our grand Ad- 
verſary at laſt, ſince he is beat out of his 
own ſtrong Hold ; fince his own City, and 
his own Houſe have roſe up againſt him, and 
defeated him, he muſt be down. 

And indeed it looks like a very great Para- 
dox in Practiſe, that a Court ſhould loſe its 
own Borough where it conſtantly reſides, and 
wherein it has the Diſpoſal of a Multicude of 
Places both of Honour and Emolument, as 
well as Employment for great Numbers of 

| Tradeſ- 


4 


(8 


Tradeſmen, Artificers, Sc. But when the 


Spirit of Liberty is once abroad it breaths 


| Inſpiration and works Incredibilities. 


The 18thof Fanuary whereuponthe Houſe 
was to meet again, now appeared, when 
the grand Corruptor ſaw himſelf in no bet- 
ter a Situation than at the Time of the Ad- 


journment. He for once found his old Maxim, 


that every Man was to be bribed, if you'd 
come up to his Price, prove falſe in Fact, for 
he ſtuck at no Price, but no Price would 
now bribe. Fain would he have purchaſed 
at any Rate, but there were none who would 
be purchaſed; this. ſunk his Spirits to that 
unuſual Degree, that in Spite of all his Diſ- 
_ ſimulation and affected Gaiety it was ſtrongly 

legible in his Countenance ; his very Inſo- 

lence began to forſake him, and the only 
Anchor of Hope which he had to lay hold 
of, was the Non-attendance of the oppoſite 
Party. But here he found himſelf greatly 
deceived; for theſe Gentlemen now found, 
that by Unanimity and conſtant Attendance 
they might be able to ſerve their Country, 
which for ſeveral Years paſt they had no 
Proſpect of doing: Beſides, during the Receſs 
the Doctrine of Attendance had been ex- 
plained and inculcated by many excellent 


Hands in ſo forcible and affecting a Manner, 
that nota Member at this Conjuncture could 
have ſhewn his Face any where with Ho- 


near it. 
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The Day of their Aal again, the 
1 upon the Supply reſol ved unani- 
mouſly that Forty Thouſand Men for Sea 
— ſhould be this Year granted to his 
Majeſty ; and the Day following they took 
into Conſideration the Merits of the Double 
Return for the Shire of Berwick, between 
Mr. Campbell and Sir Jobn Sinclair, when 
the former in the Country Intereſt was de- 
clared duly elected without 11 ane 
the High Sheriff was order d imo Cuſtody, 
for ma bs a falſe Return. 0 
A Multitude of Petitions en undue 
Elections and Returns had by this Time 
been received and referred to the Canvas of 
the Committee, but the Petitioners in the 
Court Intereſt who were the moſt forward | 


in preferring, were now as buſy in with- 


drawing; as they found Juſtice had once 


more taken u her Abode in the Houſe, 


whilſt thoſe which were exatnin'd into were 
adjudged almoſt univerſally in favour of the 
Country Party, the moſt corrupt and atro- 
cious Proceedings generally appearing on 
the oppoſite Side. 

A vaſt Number of Papers, Inſtructions, 
Letters, &c. relating both to Domeſtick and 
Foreign Affairs having been laid before the 
Houſe "agreeable to the ſeveral Addreſſes 
which had been preſented to His Majeſty 
upon that Head, a Motion was made the 
.22d of this Month, that a Secret-Commitree 


of 21 be ap pointed to examine the faid 
| Papers, 


the Power of Secret Committees; and as 


Conduct, which his Conſcience - loudly 


exerted all his Influence and Artifics againſt 


r Wo WT Op WM.” OT 6 


Side of the Queſtion were not 'behind- 


dd 
4 


to ſupport it. The Debate ran very high, 


f and into a great Length, it keeping the 
25 Houſe together till One o Clock the next 
; Morning; when the' Queſtion being pur a 
Negative was caſt upon the Motion, on a 
3 Diviſion 253 againſt 250. X 
a This meagre Majority of 3 in ſo full a 
: - Houſe, and upon a Subject which ſeveral 
> were very tender in, it being well known 
i what harſh Conſequences had heretofore at- 
F "tended the Appointment of Secret Commit- 
r tees, far but ſqueamiſh upon our Gentle- 
man's Stomach, and made him tremble for 
| the next Attack. 

E The Houfe of Peers had likewiſe at this 
| Ti ume a Variety of Papers laid before them, 
r which, according be. loraly Cuſtom, they 
5 made nothing at all of. The 25th of this 
F Month that Rzgh? Honourab/e Houſe, for 
; Reaſons which no Body could ever divine, 
, Ordered an Addreſs. of Thanks to his Ma- 
| E | Jefty 


5 : | : 


Papers.” This rv the Minitter into new 
Terror: He Was very well acquainted with 


an Examination of tlioſe Papers would 
be little leſs than an Examination into his 


told him could not bear the Light, he 
the Motion. The Gentlemen on the other 


hand with him in either Induſtry or Skill 
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jeſty for his Care and Endeavours in the 

4 airs of the Queen of. Hungary. This 
ſurpriſing Piece of Camplaiſance made every 
Body ſtare, and as the noble Lords within 
Doors, who regarded the Welfare of their 
Country, knew that it would do ſo, They 
oppoſed it to the utmoſt of their Power, 
with the ſtrongeſt Arguments and Eloquence, 
The Debate was very warm, and laſted till 
late at Night, when T, bankfulneſs prevailed, 
upon a Diviſion 72 againſt 56, 

It was upon the 26th of January when 
that Noble Aſſembly gave ſuch an uncammon 
Inſtance of their Loyalty and Gratitude. 
The next Day they begun to take into 
Conſideration the State of Gibraltar and Mi- 
norca, and ordered the Lords to be ſummoned 
upon the ſame for the following Day, when 
General Anſtruther being called in, and ex- 
amined as to the Abſence. of the Officers, 
from the Regiments which were in thoſe. 
Parts, the Queſtion was put after long De- 
bate, Whether ſuch Officers ſhould be cen 
ſured or not, which, to the Aſtoniſhment of 
People a ſecond Time, paſſed in the Nega- 
tive, 69 againſt 57. This was an Earneſt 
of what Redreſs or Reformation we were to 
expect from that Quarter; ſo Good-b'ye to 
the Lords for a While, and another Turn 
to the Commons, 

The Plot had-been now . a long 
Time bere, and the 8 of all the Nation 

| hung 


proceeded to take into Conſideration the Pe- 
tition of Mr. Hume and Mr. Frederick, com- 


rough of Chippenham in Wilts, who ſtood on 
the Court Intereſt, againſt Mr. Rolt and Sir 
= Edmund Thomas, Sitting Members, who 
were in the Intereſt of their Country. The 
carrying this Point was as ftrenuouſly labour- 

ed by the Miniſter, as that of the Yefimin- 


found that the Difference of Four would 
make a fatal Alteration in the Balance. This 
was well known likewiſe to thoſe without 

Doors, and therefore the Attention of every 
one was again ſtrongly engaged, and their 
different Hopes: reſulting from their different 
lntereſts dwelt upon the Event, The Hearing 

of this Day related entirely to the Rights of 
the Voters, when after a ſharp Diſpute there- 


- _— which was carried in favour of the 
itting Members, upon a Divifion 236 againſt 
235; after which the Hearing of 


following. Now our Pulſe beat high, our 
Spirits mantled, and all that was within us 
dwelt upon Tueſday; after a tedious Interval 
Tueſday came, and this momentuous Conteſt 
was again reſumed, The Engagement laſted 
long, and was extremely hot, each Side urg- 


plaining of an undue Election for the Bo- 


er Election had been before, for he now 


upon, the Queſtion was put at 1 the next + 


the Petition was adjourned till the Tue/day 
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ing the Battle with the moſt Aid vi- 
gor; at length the Enemy retreated, the 
Body of Corruption was broken, and a com- 
pleat Victory was gained on the Side of Li- 
berty and Truth; or to ſpeak without Meta- 
phor, the deciſive Queſtion being put, after 
long and eager Debate it was carried in fa- 
vour of theSitting Members, up6a 2 Divi-- 
ſion 241 againſt 225. 

It may very juſtly indeed be ſtiled the De- 
ciſtve Queſtion, for this tremendous Majo- 
rity of 16 ſtruck the Miniſter with ſuch a 
horrible Pannick, that he immediately fled 
the Houle, ſneaked behind the Throne 
for Shelter, and a few Days after reſigned the 
Poſts and Employments he had ſo long and 
ſo iniquitouſly kept himſelf in Poſſeſſion of. 
Now nothing but the Voice of Triumph 
and Exultation was heard: Every honeſt 
Man's Countenance was lighted up with Joy, 
and every Tongue burthen d with Hymns of 
Praiſe to their Deliverers. The Tools, Crea- 
tures, and Dependants of this Britiſh Seja- 
nus were the only ones now who wore the 
Livery of Woe; their Pride indeed was 
humbled, their Hopes fruſtrated, and their 
Honours laid in the Duſt. | 

Solomon, I think, ſays, That when it 2 
well with the Righteous the City ręjeyceth, and 
when the Wicked periſh there is ſhouting. The 
City did indeed now both rejoice and ſhour, 
whilſt the reſt of the Nation joined in the 
1 Now the * of the People 

ſeemed 


( 4 ) | 


ſeemed to be anſwer'd; and their Deliverance 


accompliſh'd, but alas! bow ſoon did 'they 


begin to find themſelves in good Meaſure 
This Man, who by his corrupt and wick- 
ed Adminiſtration, had reduced the Nation 
to the loweſt Degree of Ignominy and Indi- 


gence, and rendered it the moſt contemptible 


in what it was wont moſt to excell, its naval 
Influence and Commerce: This Man, I ſay, 
turned out a ſecond Time from amongſt the 
Repreſentatives of the Land, and loaded 


with the Execrations of the whole People, 


inſtead of being ſent to a proper Confinement, 
in order to be brought to Juſtice, and re- 
ceive the Recompence of his Doings, was 
immediately exalted above his Fellows, and 


had the Dignities of a Baron, Viſcount, and 


Earl of the Kingdom of Great- Britain con- 


ferred on him; being created Baron of Haugb- 


ton, Viſcount Walpole, and Earl of Orford, 
Nor were ſuch high Honours confined to his 
own Perſon, but a natural Daughter, whom 
he had by one Miſs S——:, during his 
former Lady's Lifetime, (for he was after- 
wards married to this Miſs. S A was 
by Royal Warrant enobled and impowered 
to enjoy the ſame Precedency and Place 
with an Earl's Daughter. od 


All the Men of Quality and Fortune inthe 
three Kingdoms, except thoſe who. were 


joined with him in his baneful Adminiſtrati- 
on, were his Enemies before, and this enor- 
| - MOUS 


vt 6 
d « 
. 1 | 
. ns a | 
. , is +6 
— 
5 5 » ; 40 49 
4 * MAN 
" n ö : * 9 
. oat m—— OE 4 * — oth 5958. 6 * * Vv * 1 - % 
3 4 3 * 2 rr 1 FR v4 £ * pa OP wen 5 3 =) : > 
. art tary 7 5 RO as oy += i weg 22 Þ — as . ©. 0 * W. ” 2 n a — Jul, EIS 
a 5 8 , - — 8 BA ³˙·˙AA 
n * "NY, 3 3 A 0. 2 n r 8 nnn 2 1 - n TY et 3 1 2 


Fa 


A N 
„ 
* 2 — 


— — » 
e RA. Ys - 
\ * . : . . * o 
. V5 A 
A of - * 
a 


—"—_— CC 
* — 


_ '7 
* Nr. —— 
„ * * 2 
> A * n 8 0 


. 


rn OE I I 


I 


3 —ͤ — 
r —— ——— — 
* 


9 wat, , 
r a7 


— 


Sr. 


A 


flagrant Manner. 


nary Honours were not equal to his extraor- 


: 1 . 
mous Inſtance of Vanity and Inſolence made 
him abhorred by' all the Women of Rank 


and Figure. Shall S7 Baſtard, fays | 
Lady , take Place of my Daughter, 
crhoſe Veins fwell with noble Blood, that 


has flown in an untainted Stream from the 


Fime of the Conqueror! Shall baſe- 


born Brat, crys Lady Kitty, fit by my Side, 


_ whoſe Papa and Mamma's Great Grandfa- 


ther's Great Grandfather bore a Coronet for 
a Creſt! Filthy Thing! My Papa has a 


Baſtard as well as /——e, but he does not 


ſuffer the ignominious Creature to aſſociate 
with any of us. — My Stars! If the Thing 
ever comes nigh me, I ſhall put on a larger 
Hoop, if poflible, than what I ufually wear, 
to keep the Pollution from me as far as I can. 

Zuch as theſe were the repeated Exclama- 
tions of the Ladies upon the News of this 
extraordinary Promotion, whilſt many of 


them combir'd-in a League not to admit this 


new kindled Bavin of Quality to any of their 


Aſſemblies, or upon their viſiting Days. 


This muſt be allowed a Hardſhip upon the 
guiltleſs young Creature, but *ewas a juſt 
Mark of Reſentment for the Impudence of 

the Father, in procuring a Creation of that 


5 


The late Sir Robert Walpole was now then 


Earl of Orford, and his natural Daughter 


Lady Mary Walpole; but as theſe extraordi- 


dinary Services, he is ſaid to have been of- 
0 ” fered 
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But as he had Reaſon. to ſuſpect that ready 


Money would now be the Thing of moſt 
avail, and as he. had always had a great Af- 
fection for the Caſh of the Publick he choſe. 


to wave accepting the Penſion and in lieu 
thereof to carry off the moderate Sum of 
Eighteen Thouſand Pounds along with him 


out of the Exchequer. 


But to return from St. James's to Weſt- 
minſter The next Day after this /caring Ma- 
| jority happen'd in the Lower Houſe, His 


Mejeſty came to the Houſe of Peers, where, 


the Commons attending him, he fignified his 


Pleaſure, that both Houſes ſhould adjourn 


themſelves for 15 Days. They adjourn'd. 
accordingly from the third to the 18th. 
of February, which Time was then thought 
intended to be employ'd in raiſing and mar- 


ſhalling a new Set of Perſons for the Ad- 


miniſtration of the publ ick Affairs, but it 
was in Truth no other than to get Time 


to ſereen the old ones, and to treat with 
ſome of the Chiefs in the Oppoſition, in 


order to compound Matters as well as 
could be; accordingly Places were doled 


out amongſt ſeveral of thoſe Gentlemen, 
and other quieting Draughts adminiſter'd. 


During the Chriſtmaſs Receſs, the Mem- 


bers in the Country Intereſt, of both Houſes, 
had frequent Meetings at the Fountain Ta- 
Vern in the Strand, in order to keep their 
may XT NE Forces 
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Forces ihe beter Wo and to nnatceals 
a Unanimity amongſt themſelves, which 


was without Queſtion highly conducive to 


their future Sucdeſs. They did the ſame 
during this Adjournment, for on the 1 ich 


of February they met there, to the Num- 


ber of 300, to conſider of what was 


expedient to be done at that eritical Janc- 
ture, when moit of them looked on it as: 
a very bad Omen, to ſee ſo many new-gifted 


Place-men amongſt them, and to find a 
Chancellor of the Exchequer at their Head ; 
not that they had any Objection to thoſe 
Gentlemen's ſerving His Majeſty, but to their 


ſerving Themſelves ſo ſoon; and ſtanding in 
the Augean Stable with ſo many of the 
Cattle who had befouled it, inſtead: of 
ſeeing it thoroughly cleanſed before they 
had enter'd. 

For the Alterations made in the Miniſtry 
at this Juncture, I refer my Readers to the 
Gazette and other publick Papers, and ſhall 


here only take Notice of the four princip ipal 


Promotions upon the immediate Abdication 


of his Honour. Mr. Sandys then, was made 


Chancellor and Under-Treaſurer of the Ex- 
chequer in the Room of his now Earlſbip, 


my Lord Carteret one of the principal Se- 
cCretaries of State, in the Room of Lord 


Harrington who was made Preſident of the 
Council, His Grace of Argyll was reinſtated 
in the high Employments he was ſome 


Years | 
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Years before in Poſſeſſion of, and Mr. Pulte * 
reſworn one of his Majeſty's Privy Council, 
from the Liſt of which his Name had been 
for a conſiderable Time obliterated. Theſe 
noble Perſonages, and other Gentlemen, 

however, who were at that Time promoted, 

declared at this Meeting, that the Places they 
had accepted of, ſhould not have the leaſt \ 
influence upon their Conduct, and that if 

FM they ſhould at any Time find them inconſiſ- 
tent with the Regard which they had always 

| profeſſed for the general Good, and the Du- 

ty they owed to their Conſtituents, they 
would more readily quit them, than they 
had entered upon them. Theſe Declaraci- | 
ons obtained Credit for a Time, and the ho- 

| nourable Aſſembly broke up, to all Appear- 

” ance, with one Heart, and one Mind. 

Pour or five Days after this, various Meſ- 

ſages having paſſed during this Time, be- 

ftween His Majeſty and the Prince of Wales, 
his Royal Highneſs, after ſeveral Years Ba- 
niſhment from Court, waited upon his moſt 

Sacred Sire at St. James s, and was---received 

— and a Guard was ordered to attend 
him. The ſucceeding Day, which was the 
18th of this Month, there was the greateſt 
Court at St. Famess that ever had been 
known ; a vaſt Number of the higheſt Rank 
in Nobility, and of the beſt Fortunes and 

Families in the Kingdom, who had not ſeen 

the Inſide of a Drawing- room for many a 
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C 
Day, crowded thither now, to manifeſt their 
Joy for this happy Reconciliation between 
the Father and Son, and at the ſame Time 


to ſhew that it was no Diſaffection to t 
reigning Family that had ſo long kept thęm 
away, but the baneful Preſence and Coupſel 
of oNE who was now exorciſed the Place. 
The glorious Spirit of Liberty which had 
at length prevailed over that Torrent of Op- 
preſſion and Corruption, which had borne it 
down for theſe twenty Years paſt, gave inex- 


preſſible Joy to the whole People of Eng- 


land, and they now truſted that their Re- 
demption was accompliſhed, and that the 
Days of refreſhing were come from the Pre- 
ſence and Power of their political Lords. Re- 
preſentations accordingly, from all Parts of the 
Kingdom, were poured in upon them, fraught 
with the ſtrongeſt Expreſſions of Gratitude 


for their Vigilance and faithful Conduct in 


the Buſineſs of this Seſſions hitherto, which 
had already produced ſuch miraculous good 
Effects, and expreſſing their Hopes, that there 
would be a total Change of Meaſures as well 
as of Men, earneſtly requeſt ing, at the ſame 
Time, their moſt ſtrenuous Endeavours to pro- 
mote iuch ſalutary Laws as ſhould be propoſed, 


in order to reſtore the ancient Freedom of our 
Conſtitution, to maintain the Independency of 


Parliament, and to ſecure us againſt any fu- 
ture Subjection to corrupt and miniſterial 


Influence; ſuch as a Place-Bill, a Penſion- 


Bill, 
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E 
Bill, the Repeal of the Septennial AF, and 
more particularly a ſtrict and immediate Scru- 
he tiny, into the Cauſes of our late Miſmanage-- 
m | ments, and the Authors of thoſe Grievances 2 7] 
ſel we had ſo long groan'd under, in order to a- | f 
venge an injur'd People, and to deter future 1 
Miniſters from ſuch a wanton and wicked 
Exerciſe of their Power. I 
* On the 18th of February the two Houſes 
met upon the Expiration of their Adjourn- 
ment, and the late, or perhaps rather preſent 
Miniſter, took his proper Place amongſt the 
Lords, as Earl of Orford: The ſame Day the 
Commons upon the Supply, reſolved, that 
35,564 effective Men for Land Forces, and 
11,550 Marines be granted for 1742. 'This 
extraordinary Body of Forces was voted ne- 
mine contradicente, an Inſtance ſcarce ever 


known before! and ſhewed ſuch 4 Zeal and q 
nanimity in the Repreſentatives, for the 3 
Recovery of the Britiſh Honour and Influence ' 

in Europe, which had been ſo baſely bartered + 

ell away, and for the Support of our ancient and f 
ne natural Allies, who had been treacherouſly io 
o- ill deſerted, that it made the hoſtile Powers fl 
d, begin to look about them, trembling to find A 
ur the Britiſb Lyon once more unmuzzled, and " 
of to think that her Warriors would now be 4 
u- turned to ſerve different Ends, than merel 

al to parade it at Reviews, influence Elections, 


1- and like Locuſts and Graſhoppers, to ſing 
Il, and dance 3 the Plants and Branches, 
D 2 a and 
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and devour the Fruits and Flowers for no- 
bing. b 

The 23d of this Month the Denbighſhire 
Election came ro be decided between Mr. 
Middleton and Sir Watkin Williams Wynn, 
when the latter Gentleman was declared duly 
elected, and William Middleton, Eſq; the 
High Sheriff of the County, ordered to New- 
gate for illegal Practices at that Election, 
the Houſe reſolving at the ſame Time to 
reſs his Majeſty to remove the ſaid M:ddle- 
from che Commiſſion of Peace, and from 
being General Receiver of the Land-Reve- 
e in North-Wales. ET 55 
Mr. Middleton was accordingly ſent to 
his new Lodgings the next Day, when it was 
hoped by a great many, that a certain Right 
Reverend, who had ſhared with him in ſome 


of the paw Tricks relating to that Election, 


would likewiſe have ſhared with him in che 
Reward of his Demerit, N 

Well! now Things ſeemed to go oñ as 
they ſhould do: The People now flattered 
themſelves, that as the Tools were ſo well 
| handled, The/e who had employed them 
would ſhortly come upon the Carpet, or the 
Scaffold rather, and that their Repreſenta- 
tives continued determined to ſee Juſtice 
done both to them and their Oppreſſors: How 
theſe Hopes were accompliſh'd, we ſhall ſee 
by and by, but muſt now return to our poli- 
tical Diary. 


The 


(WF. 

The fame Day that the Denbigh Election 
was decided, the Commons voted One Mil- 
lion to be granted towards the Supply for this 
Year out of the Sinking (ſome read Stinting) 
Fund. The latter Epithet had in Verity been 
moſt applicable for ſome Years, — 
what offen/zve Uſes it had been put to, and 
that inſtead of being employed to ſink the 


National Debt, for which it was originally 


conſtituted, it was laid out to fink the Na- 
tion itſelf. ED | 

On the 26th of this Month, Mr. Lyddell 
and Mr. Foſter's Petition againſt Sabine and 
Towers, touching the Election for Boſſenney in 
Cornwall, was ordered to be heard at the Bar 


of the Houſe the 18th /of March, upon a 
Diviſion 235 againſt 190, at which Time 


the rwo former Gentlemen were declared 
duly elected. — 

The Merits of the Return for this Elec- 
tion, as we have informed the Reader at the 
Beginning of this Narrative, was the firſt 
Struggle of Conſequence this Seſſions between 
the two contending Parties, when it was 
carried in favour of the Courtiers; but as the 
other Gentlemen had a Power of petitioning 
left, they, knowing the Juſtice of their 


Cauſe, exerted it accordingly. Here then 


that Party, who for this very Reaſon had 
oppoſed them at firſt; that Hydra, I ſay, 


whom every Body now thought to be quite 
| hunted down, began to rear its Head, and hiſs 


again 
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5 630) 
again, tho it made but a ſickly Figure upon 
the above Occaſion. 85 
The latter End of the laſt Month, the 
Merchants of London brought up their Peti- 
tions, and preſented them to both Houſes, 
complaining, © That the Navigation and 
Commerce of the Kingdoms had been ex- 
© Poſed from the Commencement of our 
% War with Spain, to the growing Inſolence 
« of the Enemy's Privateers, and that not- 
withſtanding the repeated Applications of 
the ſuffering Merchants for Protection and 
Redreſs, their Loſſes and Misfortunes had 
conſiderably increaſed of late, occaſioned 
ce by Neglects and Delays, in appointing anỹd 
« ſending out of, Convoys, and by their Ships | F 
ce being even deſerted by thoſs Convoys at | 
« Sea, and left a Prey to the Enemy, &c. &c.” 
Petitions of the ſame Nature were about 
this Time likewiſe preſented from the prin- 
cipal Sea-Ports and trading Cities in the 
Kingdom, which were all ordered to be 
taken into Conſideration by the Commons, 
at the ſame Time with that of the London 
Merchants. TO. : 
The Merits of theſe Petitions having been 
at ſeveral different Times thoroughly can- 
vaſſed at the Bar of the Houſe, on the 3d of 
March the Commons came to the following 
Reſolutions thereupon, vg. That not- 
« withſtanding the repeated Applications of 
ci the Merchants for Cruizers to be properly 
* ſtationed for the Protection of the Trade 
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| ( 31 N 
* of this Nation, that due and neceſſary 
Care had not been taken in that Reſpect, 
to the great Loſs of many of His Maje- 
ſty's Subjects, the Advantage and Encou- 
ragement of the Enemy, and the high 
Diſhonour of this Nation, and that the 
Detention of the Merchant's Fleet bound 
to Portugal, for near Twelve Months, 
gave our Rivals in Trade an Opportunity 
of introducing a new Species of their 


< great Detriment of this Kingdom.“ | 
In Purſuance of theſe Reſolutions, a Bill 


Was ordered in for the better Protection and 


Security of our Trade and Navigation in 
Time of War; and at the ſame Time a Num- 
ber of ſmall Ships were appointed by the Ad- 


miralty to cruize in the Channel, and about 


the Coaſts, in order that more Care might 
be taken for the future. 2 | 

This ſingular Regard paid by the Houſe of 
Commons to the Merchant's Petitions, and 


the vigorous Reſolutions taken thereupon, oc- 


caſioned extraordinary Rejoicings in the City 


of London, and other Mercantile Towns. 


The Lords likewiſe took the above Petitions 
under their Conſideration, which turned out 
much to the ſame Purpoſe as the ſeveral other 
2 that came before them this Seſ- 
ſions. | 


The ꝗth of March a Motion was made in 


our Houſe by my Lord Limerick, which was 


ſeconded by Sir Jobn St. Aubin, that a Select 


Com- 


Woolen Manufactory in Portugal, to the 
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Committee ſhould be appointed to examine 


into the Conduct of the Adminiſtration for 20 


Tears paſi : Upon this Occafion the van- 
3 Party rallied again, and exerted 
themſelves with the utmoſt Vigour, in De- 

fence of their Chief, who above all Things 
dreaded Examinations of that Kind; nor 
were we on the other Hand guilty of Slack- 
neſs in the Combat; however, after a long 
and warm Engagement, the Vietory fl on 

the Side of the Ad verſary, the Motion being 


—_—_ upon a Diviſion 244 againſt 242. 


his ſurpriſing Piece of Succeſs quite reani- 


mated the Corruptor's Gang; and they, who 
were ſo lately ſtruck ſpeechleſs and impotent, 


now boaſted loudly again of their Force and 


Proweſs, and talk'd of being exalted in the 
State, inſtead of at Tyburn, | 


The next Day after this Diſappointment 
a great Number of the Members of both 
Houſes, who were in the Honeſt Intereſt, met 
once more at the Fountain- Tavern in the 
Strand, to conſult how they ſhould proceed at 
this critical Juncture. Amongſt theſe his Grace 
of Argyll made the moſt glorrous Figure, he 
having juſt then reſgned the ſeveral Places he 


had been ſo lately reinſtated in, perceiving that 
ſuch Methods were taken, and Proceedings en- 


tered upon as were inconſiſtent with his Ho- 
nour to have any Part in. Some Particulars 
which have ſince occurred, convince all the 
World how great and diſintereſted his Grace's 
Conduct was upon that Occaſion. 2 
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a Notwithſtanding theſe Conteſts, the Com- 1 
ö mons continued to ſhew an extraordinary 1 
. Regard to the Particular of the ng Mo- : 
1 ment in His Majeſty's Speech to them at Az 
p their Meeting, which was the granting of 1 
8 . ſpeedy and liberul Supplies, for at this Time 4 
4 they reſolved that 4 5s. in the Pound ſhould 3 
x be granted as a Land-Tax for the Year 1742. 3 
8 Gr. Lee, who was Chairman to the Com- 3 
1 mittee of Elections, being made one of the 4 
> Lords of the Admiralty at the Time of the 4 
' late Promotions, and his Place being conſe- 4 
4 quently vacated, a Motion was made the 4 
5 15th of this Month, that the Committee 4 
5 ſhould be cleſed for this Seſſions, which Was 1 
d carried in the Affirmative, 211 againſt 190. A 
e Both Houſes having paſſed the Mutiny and 1 
Sinking Fund Bills, His Majeſty went to the 1 
t Houſe of Peers the 16th, and gave his Royal 1 
h Aſſent to them; upon which Day the Pen- - 
fon-Bill was for the third Time read in our 9 
E Houſe, Here the Train-band of Corrup- 7 
t tion again took the Field, as a Bill of this 1 
e Kind ſtruck directly at their Copy-hold; how- N 
e ever this Time they were entirely routed, 1 
e and the Victory carried againſt them, by fi 
t 233 againſt 153. The ſame Day we went oi 
1 through the Place-Bill, and ordered it to the q 
- Upper -Houſe the next. 1 
* Thefe two Bills, the paſſing whereof was ſo 1 
© abſolutely neceſſary towards the Freedom and #1 
8 


Independency of Parliament, and conſe- 
| MW: quently 


* * 
re 


ME _ _c:.. 
quently towards the Preſervation and Wel | 
fare of the whole Conſticution, and which 
had worked their Way up to the Lords ſeveral Ml 
Times before, met with the /ame Reception 
1 from them now as fermerly, being kick d out 
Wi | of Doors almoſt as ſoon as they entered. 
The Pen/ion-Bill was rejected by them the 
25th of this Month, by a Majority of 3o, 
VIZ, 76 againſt 46; —— and the Place-B:ll 
on the 6th of April, by a Majority of 29. --- 
Such was the Fate of the two principal Ar- 
ticles of Reformation, ſo earneſtly wiſhed 
[ for and expected by the People this Seſ- 
| ions. | FE | 
MW The whole Nation ſtill continuing to 
| cry aloud for an Enquiry into the ſhameful 
and corrupt Conduct of the late Miniſter and 
his Agents, both in foreign and domeſtick 
Affairs; the Patriot Champions in the Lower 
Houſe were determined to make farther At- 
tempts towards procuring it; agreeable to 
which worthy Reſolution a new Motion was 
made in the Houſe on the 23d of March, 
That a Select Committee of Secrecy, conſiſting of 
Twenty One, be appointed to inſpe# into the 
Conduct of Sir Robert Walpole, now Earl of 
Orford, during the laſt ten Years of his being 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, &c. when after 
a noble Struggle, they, at length, gloriouſly 
carried the Day, by a Majority of Seven, 
upon a Diviſion 252 againſt 245, The 
Members of this Committee were ordered to 
9 | "Tu 
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be chown by Ballot the Friday following, 
when v 


Gentlemen in the Intereſt of their Country, 
who met for the firſt Time on the 3 1 of the 


ſame Month, and made Choice of the Lord 


Limerick for their Chairman. 

The fame Day that the Secret Committee 
was voted, the Commons refol ved to preſent 
an Addreſs to His Maj jeſty ; © Affuring him 


v of their Fidelity — Affection to his Per- 
« ſon and Government, repreſenting the 

<« dangerous Situation to which the Balance 
© of Power in Europe had been reduced by 


* the Diſtreſſes of the Queen of Hungary, 


«© &c. as likewiſe the Poſſibility of reſtoring . 
the ſaid Balance, by timely Aſſiſtance to 


that Princeſs, and promiſing to ſupport 


« His Majeſty in ſuch Meaſures as ſhould be 


« neceflary to attain that deſirable End, &c.” 
To which Addreſs His Majeſty returned a 
moſt gracious Anſwer. 

The 31ſt of March a Motion was made 
by my Lord Mayor for the Repeal of the 
Septennial Act, and to make the Election for 
Members of Parliament Triennial. This 
was the next ſtrong Demand of the People; 
and as rhoſe very Gentlemen who had for 
many Tears together laboured to procure it, 
were now ſuppoſed to preſide in the Houſe, 
we had no Queſtion of its paſſing here,- and 
that the Honour of rejecting it would have 


E 2 | been 


the Scrutiny, which was not 
| re till 3 o' Clock next Day in the 
Afternoon, a large Majority appeared of the 


r d 
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been left to the Lords. I am heartily ſorry ; 


to ſay, that ſo proper an Employment was 


taken out of their Hands, but ſo it was, for 


after ſome Debate, a Negative was paſſed on 
it by the Commons, upon a Diviſion 204 

againſt 184. I know not how to account for 
It, but ſome of our Chiefs, who had often 
conteſted for this Bill with ſuch Warmth, as 
if the Salvation of Britiſb Liberty entirely 
depended on jt, were now of a different 
Opinion, as it were, Twas an improper 
Time, belike. — Annual Elections would 


be fill, better, may be ——and — and —= 


and thus fared it with the Place, Penſion, 
and Trienmal Bills, thoſe Favourites of the 
People, and which were the Burden of all 
their Petitions, Inſtructions, and Remon- 
ſtrances to their Repreſentatives. 
Some Time after, indeed, there was an 
other Bill ordered in by us, to exclude cer- 
tain Officers from being Members of the 
Houſe, which ſome People would fain have 
had paſs under the Denomination of a Place- 
Bill, as a Barrel to divert the Whale a lictle, 
but the Cheat was inſtantly ſeen thro'. This 
poor innocent Bil] rherefore, fince it was 
neither Fiſh, Fleſh, nor good red Herring, 
run thro' both Houſes with the utmoſt Cele- 
rity; even the Wiſdom of the Peers could 
find nothing in it which made it worth re- 
jecting. „ FE 
Here ends the Month of March, and 1 
with my Undertaking ended here too, for I 
| am 


AVT 


CR - 
am ſure I grow heartily ſick of ic now, and 
I believe my Reader does the ſame ; —— how- 
ever, if I muſt play the 4pril Fool, I muſt. 

- Abril the 1ſt, a Meſſage from His Majeſty 
was preſented to the Houſe of Commons by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, recommend- 
ing a Supply for the Support of the Queen of 

Hungary, &c, This Meſſage was the next Day 
taken into Conſideration by the Houſe, when 
Half a Million Sterl. was voted for the Purpoſe 
therein mentioned. Liberal Commons] On 
the 8th of the ſame Month we agreed upon 
the Supply, that another Half Million ſhould 

be granted to His Majeſty for various good 
Purpoſes —— Liberal Commons ! —— And on 

the 13th we likewiſe agreed that upwards of 
another Million and a Half ſhould be farther 
granted for like good Ends, being the Sum 
which the Bank had ſtipulated to pay for the 
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Still Liberal Commons ! © ” 


On the 13th of this Month Mr. Middleton 
the late High Sheriff for Denbigh, was by 


gate, to make Room for a worthy Brother 
in political Iniquity, who was ſoon after ſent 
thither, I mean the noted, or notorious, if 
you will, Nich. P 
Day the Lord Limerick, Chairman of the 
Committee of Secreſy acquainted the Houſe, 
that this ſaid Gentleman, who was Sollicitor 
of the Treaſury, having been examined up- 
on Oath, did refuſe to anſwer the Queſtions 


Renewal of their Charter for 21 Years —— 


Order of the Houſe diſcharged from Neu- | 


n, Eſq; for the fame 


put 
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9 
put to him by the Committee; whereupon, 
after a long Debate on a Point which one 
would have imagined could bear no Debate 
at all, he was ordered into Cuſtody of the 
Serjeant at Arms, and debarred the Uſe of 
Pen, Ink, and Paper, on a Diviſion 197 
againſt 136. | 

The next Day but one, my Lord Lime- 
rick reported from the Committee, that Mr. 
P——# having been again interrogated by 


them, perſevered in refuſing to anſwer what 


wasdemanded of him ; upon which a Motion 
was immediately made, That he ſhould for 
his Obſtinacy be committed cloſe Priſoner to 
Newgate. This Motion was likewiſe ſtrong- 
ly oppoſed by the honourable Fraternity of 
Penſioners and Place-men; however, they 
were at this Time found wanting in the Ba- 
lance, and good Mr. P- was recom- 
mended to the Air of Newgate for the beſt 
Part of the Summer, upon a Diviſion of 180 
againſt 128, and his Lady, upon certain 
Conditions, was allowed the Pleaſure of go- 
ing with him. The ſame Day His Majeſty 


came to the Houſe of Peers, and gave the 


Royal Aſſent to /uch Bills as the Lords had 
ready for him, vi. the Land-Tax Bill, about 
Halt a Dozen Turnpike Bills, and one for 
erecting Houſes of Correction, Sc. After 
which the Lords adjourned to the 27th of 
that Month, and the Commons to the 26th, 
on account of the Eaſter Holidays, but the 
Committee of Secreſy continued fitting. - 


The 


( 39 ) 
The time of this Adjournment being ex- 
pired, the Seſſions was reſumed, when his 
Royal Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland, 
who came of Age the 15th of this Month, 
was introduced into the Houſe of Peers, and 
took the Oaths and his Sear in the Chair on 
the Left Hand of the King. Whither the 
Arrival of this princely Gueſt had any Influ- 
ence upon the future Conduct of that right 
honourable Houſe we ſhall ſoon ſee. In the 
mean time the Commons, thinking they could 
not poſſibly do enough to ſhew their Zeal and 
Affection, after the great things that had 
been done for Them and their Conſtitu- 
ents, with regard to the furning out and ſo 
amply puniſbing the late Miniſter and his 
Confederates, voted 4000 additional Land- 
Forces to the handſome Number they had 
before granted for this Year --- moſt liberal 
Commons] There were ſome Gentlemen in- 
deed preſent at this Motion, who were both 
ſo ungratefull and flingy as ſtrongly to oppoſe 
it, and to infiſt that ſufficient Complements 
had been made already, and that we could 
very well ſpare the Number of Forces in- 
| tended for Flanders, out of thoſe already 
granted, without leaving ourſelves any ways 
defenceleſs at Home; but we were ſoon fi- 
lenced by the Queſtion being put, there ap- 
pearing upon the Diviſion 280 againſt 169. 
On the 13th of May the liberal Commons 
granted ſeveral more /arge Sums for defray- 
ing the Charge of the Daniſh and Heſſian 
| | == Troops, 


(49) 

Troops, and a. variety of other Purpoſes ; 
amongſt the reſt 20000 J. towards the finis 
ſhing of Weſtminſter Bridge; after this 
they put off the Call of the Houſe for a 
Fortnight upon a Diviſion 230 againſt 221. 
The ſame Day we received the fir/t Report 
from the Secret Committee, complaining of 
the Difficulties and Diſcouragements they 
lay under in the Proſecution of their Enqui- | 
ry from many Perſons following the worthy 
Squire P——#'s Precedent, and refufing to 
anſwer any Queſtions demanded of them, 
under Pretence that they might thereby 
involve themſelves, and that no Man could 
be compelled to turn his own Accuſer. 
After the Report was read, it was moved 
that a Bill ſhould be brought in to 7ndemnify 
every one who ſhould on ſuch Examinations 
make any Diſcoveries. This occaſioned a 
warm Conteſt again, and the Corruptor's Gang 
fought it out to the laſt; however he Battle 
was to the upright, for it was at length carried 
in the Affirmative upon a Diviſion 251 
againſt 228. 5 
' Meſs, here's the Wind changed again! as 
Ben ſays in the Play. Who would have 
thought that the /iberal Commons who had 
employed all their Time of late in granting 
boundleſs Supplies, and raiſing abundantly 
more Men and Money than ever had been done 
in one Year during the Arch Adverſary's 
Reign there, Who would have imagined, I 
fay, that they ſhould haye come into ſuch - 


n 


(41) 


Bill as this? However they did, and that 
after ſeveral tight Struggles too, for upon 


the ſecond Reading the Legion were up in 
Arms again, and it was not committed till 
after a long Diſpute, upon a Diviſion 229 
againſt 217. At eight O Clock the fame 
Evening we went into a Committee upon 
the faid Bill, but not without a Diviſion 
again, it paſſing in the Afirmatrve only by 
221 againſt 214. The next Day, which 
was the 19th of May it was read for the 


third Time, and a Motion being made that 


it ſhould paſs, the Party perſevering in their 
Oppoſition to it, there was obliged to be a 
fourth Diviſion, when it was reſolved in the 


 Afirmative 274 againſt 186. About the 


fame Time the noble Colonel BI, Controuler 
of the Poſt-Office was ordered into Cuſtody, 
upon a Complaint from the Committee of 
Secrecy of his acting the Part of Squire 
p, upon a Diviſion 117 againſt 1 10. 
The Succeſs of the above Bill in our Houſe 
made Thoſe without Doors who had lately 
been very uneaſy at ſome of our Operations, 
begin to think a little better of us, and to 
imagine, that there might be ſome Reaſons 
for our Conduct in thoſe Particulars, which 
they were ignorant of, They rejoiced at 
the flattering Proſpe& that all Obſtructions 
from a free Enquiry would now be removed, 


and that they ſhould come at the Authors of 


their accumulated Grievances : But, alas, 
PR YO they 


(42) 
they found too ſoon that they could not ſave. 
their Darling from the Power of the Dogs; 
For the Bill was then ordered to the Lords, 
whoſe Treatment of it we ſhall take Notice 

of in its proper Place. 
The Day following the paſſing of this 
Bill my Lord Limerick moved for an Addreſs 


to His Majeſty that all the Papers relating 
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to the Convention might be laid before the 
Committee, which was warmly oppoſed by 
the Adherents of Him who was both the 
Author and Patron of that infamous Contract; 
bur was at length carried in the Affirmative, 
202 againſt 182. 

The 25th of May the Indemnity Bill 
above-mentioned was read in the Houſe of 
Peers for the ſecond Time, the Lords being 
ſummoned upon that Occaſion, when after 


a long and needleſs Debate it was ſent a pack- | | 


ing to its Comrades the Place and Penfion 
Bills, upon a Diviſion 109 againſt 57, Proxies 
included — Soh! — moſt merciful Lords ! 
Whar right honourable Peer or Right Keve- 
rend Father. in- God would put it in People's 
Power to tell dangerous Truths ? — Why yes 
there were /ome in that Houſe who had no 
more good Nature or Chriſtian Charity than 
ſtrenuouſly to promote it, and, upon the 
Bill's being rejected, to enter a bitter Proteſt, 
figned by 28 of them. 5 
The ſame Day the commons rejected a 
Bill which had been brought in for the 
Relief 


©) V8 So * 


(a) . © 
Relief of inſolvent Debtors, upon a Divi- 
ſion 87 againſt 79, as, the Day before, they 
had done a Bill for the more eaſy Recovery 
of ſmall Debts, 111 againſt 97. They then 
proceeded to ballot for Seven Commiſſio - 
ners to ſtate and examine the publick Ac- 
counts of the Kingdom; tho' this proved 
afterwards to be an unneceſſary Trouble, for 
the Bill, by which ſuch a Commiſſion was 


appointed, was thrown out of the Houſe the 


Week following, upon a Diviſion 136 againſt 
Li. 
There having been heavy Heart-burnings 
in our Houſe upon the Lords rejecting the 
Indemnification Bill, a Motion was made 
the 26th, that a Committee ſhould be a 


pointed to inſpect into the Journal of the 


Houſe of Peers, and to report the Reaſons: 


| 1 of their Lordſhips moſt wonderfull Conduct 
in that Reſpect. This Motion was ſtrongly 


combated by the late Miniſter's Adherents, 
but the honeſt Party carried the Day, upon a 


| | Diviſion 167 againſt 159; and a Committee 


was accordingly appointed, The next Day 
they gave in their Report, in Conſequence 


of which a Motion was made, that the Lords 


having not concurred with them in that Bull, 


vas an Obſtruction to Fuſtice, and might, 
prove fatal to the Liberties of this Nation ; 


which Motion, however juſt, neceſſary and 


laudable, had a Negative caſt upon it on a 


Diviſion 24.5 to 193. Thus a/l Means were 
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now taken away of rendering the Enguiry of 


the Committee in any Meaſure ſuccęſsfull. 


The Commons having the March before 


received a Petition of the Inhabitants of 
Weſtminſter complaining of the irregular and 


| fraudulent Practices of Select Veſtries, and 


referred the ſame to a Committee, who 
made ſeveral Reports thereupon, my Lord 
Percival made a Motion the 28th of this 
Month for Leave to bring in a Bill re- 
lating to ſuch Veſtries; but it was net a 
Motion it ſeems accommodated to the 


preſent Diſpoſition of the Houſe; it was | 


therefore rejected 160 againſt 130, and 
a much better carried in its Room, which 
was for granting Eight hundred Thouſand 
Pounds more to His * on Annuities 


at Three per Cent. payable out of the Sink- 


ins Fund, ” The Sum at that Time to be 
rais'd, was but Something upwards of Seven 


Hundred Thouſand Pounds, but the right 


liberal Commons, in ſpite of all Arguments 


to the contrary, inſiſted upon making it a FA 


round Sum, as they termed it. The whole | 
Money voted this Seſſions amounted now to 


very near Seven Millions. — A, Round Sum 


truly! But what one Regue/t of the People was 
granted in Return for this Liberality ? Not 


One indeed! Nor could they expect one now; I 


The Money the Money was all granted; granted 

both profuſely and unconditionally. Had thoſe 

Gentlemen who oppoſed the late —_— 
CE an 
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and obliged him at laſt to give up his Poſts, 
been as eager to comply with the Demands 


and ſecure the Rights of their Conſtituents, 


as they were to ſecure Places of Profit and 


Power to themſelves, they would not have 


parted with the only Means which could 


make the obtaining of them likely. When 
the Court had got all the Money it wanted, 


the People, they well knew, might go 
whiſtle after their Claims. Where was their 
Honour, then? Where was their Integrity, 
where their boaſted Patriotiſin? All the 
Motions therefore made by thoſe Gentlemen, 


vhich regarded the Satisfaction and Security 


of the People, all the Bills paſſed in the 


Houſe of Commons to that End, and all 


the affected Buſtle made about them, after 


they had given this Power out of their 


Hands, was mere ſolemn Farce, an Endea- 


\ 


vour only to fling Duſt into the Eyes of their 


Conſtituents, and without the leaſt Hopes or 
Expectation of their ſucceeding in the other 
Houſe, ---- but to return to the Buſineſs. 
About this Time a Motion was made in 
our Houſe, after the reading of the new 
Place Bill or rather Ne-Place Bill, before 
.mentioned, that no Military Officers under 
the Rank of Lieutenant Colonels. ſhould fic 
as Members in that Houſe. This ſhared 
the Fate of every other Motion now which 
was good for any Thing, being rejected 
upon a Diviſion 146 againſt 113. This 
. | being 
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being the wretched Caſe, then, let us plunge 
through the remaining Part of our Journey 
as faſt as we can, for the Road is now moſt 
heavy and dirfy, | | 
The Call of the Houſe of Commons, 
which had been adjourned from Time to 
Time, was now put off for wo Months, up- 
on which ſeveral of the truly honeſt Party, 
perceiving that nothing of any Service could 
be done this Seſſions, retired to their reſpective 
Countries, grieving that they were obliged to 
give their Conſtituents ſo poor an Account of 
the long Attendance, painful Watchings, 
and frequent Faſtings, they had undergone 
for their Sakes. e | 
The 31ſt of this Month the Commons, 
after ſome Debate, ordered the Fournals of 
the Houſe to be printed in 30 Volumes 
Folio, commencing with the Book call'd 
Seymour, which begins with the Reign of 
King Edward the Sixth ; and the next Day, 
being the firſt of June, the Right Honour- 
ables and Right Reverends rejected the Bill, 
which had unanimouſly paſſed our Houſe, 
for the better ſecuring of the Trade and Na- 
vigation of the Kingdom in Time of War, 
upon a Diviſion 59 againſt 25. 
People had now done wondering at any 
Thing that was tranſacted in ſome Places, 
other wiſe they might have marvyell'd greatly 
what Provocation a poor harmle/s Bill for the 
Security of Trade and Navigation could _ 
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fibly have given to merit ſuch a Rebuff. —. 
But the Lords underſtood the Nature of Trade 
and Navigation BETTER than the Commons, 
— that's all, ns 1 
Two Days after this both Houſes adjourn- 
ed to the 10th, on account of the M bitſun- 
Holidays, and the 16th following the King 
went to the Houſe of Peers, and moſt graci- 
ouſly gave the Royal Aſſent to the Bill for 
granting 800000 J. to his Majeſty, and more 
Bills for Turnpikes, Houſes of Correction, 
Sc. The ſame Day the Commons put off, for 
two Months, the Report of a Bill they had 
gone through, for the farther Qualification 
of Juſtices of the Peace, upon a Diviſion 
152 againſt 104. As this was a Bill ve 
much wanting, eſpecially with regard to rhe 
Traders in that Buſineſs in and about the Ci- 
ties of London and Weſtminſter, no Body will 
wonder that it now miſcarriec. 
The 29th of this Month we received a Re- 
port from the Committee which had been 


appointed to examine into the State of Geor- 


gia, and the Petition of one Stevens pre- 
tended Agent for the People of that Colony 
againſt the Truſtees of the ſame, when ſeve- 
ral Reſolutions were come to in favour of, 
and for the Encouragement of the ſaid Colo- 
ny, on a Diviſion 57 againſt 34 ; and Stevens 
was reprimanded for Falſities contained in his 
Petition. 4 

The next Day we received a further Re- 
| fort from the Commitee of Secrecy, laying 


. before 
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before us : wh: Seba "of FEY Fad ar. 


Orford, under Three General Heads, viz. 


The Payment of the T roops, the Finder | 
of Elections, and the Qyantity, as well as 


Manner and Conſequence, of iſſuing and 
receiving the publick Money. Under the 


firſt Head it appeared, that he had entered 
into an infamous Contract for the Payment 
of the Forces in the Weſt Indies, whereby 
the poor Soldiers loſt one Day's Subſiſtence- 


Money in Seven, at a Time when Proviſions 


bore an exceſſive Price there; only to make 
a Job for ſome of his Tools at home. Under 


the econd Head it appeared from ſeveral 
flagrant Particulars, that he had perverted 
the Wealth, Power, and Places in the Gift 
of the Crown, to. influence Ele&ions, and 
introduce a criminal Dependency into the 
Houſe of Commons; and under the /aff 
Head, were ranged a Multitude of aſtoniſh- 


ing Iaſtances of his enormous Profi * of C 


the public Money, within the 
Years of his Adminiſtration; ſuch as reds 


Ing near Two Hundred Thouſand Pounds 
for the Reward of his Venal Scribblers, and 


for propogating their corrupt Writings thro” 
the Kingdom, to impoſe, if poſſible, upon 
the very Senſes of the People; the ifluing 
1500 /, to the High Bailif of Meſiminſter 
whilſt in Cuſtody of the Sergeant at Arms 
for his illegal Practices at the Election for 
that _— The * TRI of 7000 /. 
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7 to a certain Duke, and 30000 J. to a certain * * SY 
| Earl, for uncertain Purpoſes ; and laſtly, the 5 <0 
| carrying off with Him when he left the Trea- 5 
F *: 


ſury, near 18000 J. tho' it was ſo ſtripp'd e- HY 
fore; that he was obliged to pan the War- 
rants, in order to raiſe. the Money ; whence . W 
it appeared upon the whole, that the Money 
for SECRET SERVICE, c. iſſued the laſt 10 
Years; was conſiderably above a MiLiL1oN 
more than what was iſſued under the fame 
Articles in the 10 Years from 1707 to 1717, 
during which Time the Nation was engaged 
in a general War, the Acceſſion of the preſent f 
Royal Family happened, and the Rebellion 
which enſued thereupon. . 


After this Report, and the Appendix to it 
containing various Papers, &c. had been 
read, a Motion was made for its being prin- 
ted, but the previous Queſtion being put, 
that the ſaid Queſtion ſhould be then put, 

it paſſed in the Negative without a Di- 
viſion, Thus the Commons had likewiſe 4 
Stroke at the Enguiry before they parted, 
and then a Finis was put to that Farce. 

A Bill having ſome Months before been 
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brought into this Houſe, to explain the ö 
Laws touching Elections for Members of | 
Parliament, and to reſtrain the Partiality; | 


and fegulate the Conduct of Returning Offi- 1 
cers, at ſuch Elections, and much Time | 
and Pains having been ſpent upon it, the | 

- Queſtion was pur the 6th of July whether 
the ſaid Bill ſhould paſs or not, when it 
„ —  harrow- 


| £ 50 ) = 
narrowly eſcaped Reprobation after an being 
carried in the Affirmative by a Majority of 
I only, the Numbers being 93 to 92 
and it was entirely owing to the Influence 
of the Right Honourable Gentleman who, 
bioüght it into the Houſe that it got off as 
it did. Being ordered up to the Lords it 
was by thoſe noble Perſonages, read the 
next Day both for the jr// and /a/f Time; 
not that it was rejected, no no, the Lord" 
were now reſolved to ſhew a Piece of Com- 
plaiſance to the Commons in Return for their 
Civility to their Houſe, upon the Motion 
made againſt them relating to the Indemnity 
Bill, and therefore moſt mode dropt i it on- 


YT 

6 The Houſe of Commons having ſpent a 
great deal of Time this Seſſions in conſider- 
ing of a Method to obviate the Exportation 
and running of Wool, it came to nothing more 
at laſt chan producing an Addreſs to His Ma- 
jeſty to iſſue out a Proclamation to enforce 
the Laws already in Being for that Purpoſe. 
We had a little before this paſſed a Bill for the 
Encouragement of our Linnen Manufacto- 
ry, but it was fuch a #/mſy Affair, as was 
next to no Encouragement at all. 

We are ãt length happily come to the Con- 
cluſion of our Taſk, for upon the 15th of 
this Month his Majeſty went to the Houſe of 
Peers, and put an End to the Seſſions with a 
gracious Speech from the Throne, intimat- 


ing, © That the Treaty lately concluded be- 
„ tween | 


WA SIR. Eo 


4, 


e tween \ the King of Pruffia and Queen of 
Hungary, brought about by bis Mediation, 
muſt produce the beſt Conſequences to the 
common Cauſe; that the preſent happy Si- 
tuation of the Queen of Hungary's Affairs 


« were chiefly owing to our Aſſiſtance, that 


ce he had proſecuted the War againſt Spain 


ce with the utmoſt Vigour ; that the Zeal 
« and Diſpatch, with which the Commons 
« had raiſed ſuch large Supplies, demanded 
his Majeſty's Thanks; that he had the 


ov 


. juſteſt Confidence in the Affections of his 


« People, and the greateſt Care of cheir 
« Rights and Liberties; and, laſtly, ſigni- 


«6 fying His Majeſty's Deſire, that thoſe 


his good Intentions ſhould be made known 
<* to the People. 


Then the Lord che Genified His 


Majeſty's Pleaſure, that this Parliament 


9 | ſhould be prorogued to the röth of Septen. 


ber next. 


A few Days before the Cloſe of the Seſ- 


ſions, comes out a Gazette full of new Pro- 


motions and Removals, by which it appeared 


that ſeveral of the Tory Party, who had 


hitherto been kept at a Diſtance, were now 


W within the Pale of the Court, and 

ntruſted with ſome of the higheſt Offices 
Sw. that the Chairman of the Secret Commit- 
tee had obtained a conſiderable Reverſion for 


his Son ; that ſome other Members of that re- 


nowned Body had accepted of Places; and 
G 2 | that 
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that the Right Honourable WILLIAM Ppr- 


T ENEV, Eſq; was now the Right Honour- 


able the Earl of Bath, as which he took his 


Seat amo "ef the Lords before the breaking up 


of the Seſſions. 
Thus ended our political Campaign, when 


the Forces of both Sides, after having kept 


the Field upwards of Seven Months, peace- 
ably retired to their Summer Quarters. 


Having thus given my Reader a punctual . 


Relation of the various Incidents which 
paſſed in both Houſes the laſt very remark- 
able Seſſions of Parliament, and made ſuch 
Reflections as naturally offered themſelves 
thereupon, I ſhall, by Way of Concluſion, 
propoſe two or three Queries in Purſuance of 
what my Title-Page ſeems to aſſert, that in 
all Probability the Tranſactions of that Seſ- 


ſions have put a fatal Period to B---/b Liber- 


J. a 
1 QueRy I. When a Nation had for twenty 
Years together been making a glorious Stand 
againſt a Torrent of Corruption poured in 
upon them, and Shackles preparing for them 
by a rapacious and wicked Miniſter, and 
when, by that noble Struggle, they had at 
length tumbled him out of the Sear of 
Power which he had polluted, and wreſted 
from his Hands, as they thought, the cruel 


Scourge he had ſo long chaſtiſed them with, | 


if inſtead of being able to procure a Puniſh- 


ment for him proportioned to his Deſerts, 


they 
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they fhould find him to be ſtill he Man whom - | 
the K— delighteth to honour, beheld him 

triumphing in his Retreat, loaded with all 

the Rewards of the moſt diſtinguiſned Ser- 
vices, and ſtill retaining the Power of Go- 
vernment, tho he had ſhook Hands with the 
Form of it; would not this make them very - 
apt to think, that a farther Struggle for Li- 

berty was now in vain? 


Quoxk II. When the ſame People ſaw 
their own choſen Champions, on whoſe Con- 
| duf# they had relied through ſuch a long Op- 
poſition, and upon whole Integrity and Di- 
zntereftedneſs they at this Time depended, 
inſtead of procuring Juſtice on Thoſe who 
had already oppreſſed them, and Security 
| againſt all Thoſe who ſhould attempt the like 
for the future, ſtriving only how each of them 
Z ſhould. f// the Bastet, who ſhould be at the 
Head of the T-—y, Ad——ty or C—1, 
who ſhould have this Title, or that Ribband? 
Would not they probably ſhake their Heads, 
and ſay, that there was us. Redemption for B.—n. 
QueRy III. When the fame People, again; 
beheld theſe their Leaders whom they wor- 
ſhipped as the Guardians of their Rights, 
and the Phy/icians of their political Conſti- 
tution, not only ſtepping into the /ame Places 
of Thoſe who had broke in upon the one, and 
poiſoned the other, but likewiſe purſuing the 
very /ame deſtructive and pernicious Meaſures, 
granting more exorbitant Sums, raiſing more 
numerous ſtanding Armies, and making higher 
e Com- 
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| anch laftly, * *Skreening che grand Pelingnent 1 
andi all hs Implements, who had ſo long robb'd: + 
and enflaved them would not they Nebel | 


ſhake their Heads again, and ſay, that. chere A 
was no Redemption for B- n. * 

QuRxY IV. Laſtly, when the ſame People. 4 
ſaw that boaſted Coalition of Parties, which. we 
they had ſo long ſuppoſed to be firm in the | 


Intereſt of their Country, now gone over to; 
the contrary Intereſt, and linked againſt. 
them, would not they with Reaſon; ſighing, 


exclaitn; that BR LaBERTY WAS NOW No 
MORE, GEES 
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: Page 11, line 16 ines of 3 read Iniquitier, 
Page 22, line 28. inſtead of Manner; read Nature, 
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